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Ready to book? Questions? 
 

 

Call:510-323-2530 
Email: Fred@BlackSheepAdventures.com 

 



Itinerary 
 

Day 1 - Wed, June 14: Arrivals into Baltimore  
Arrive independently and make your way to the meeting hotel in Baltimore (airport code: BWI) by 5:00 
pm for an orientation meeting before dinner together. 
Meals Included: Dinner 
Hotel: Westin BWI 
 

Day 2 - Thu, June 15: Roots of American Railroading 
The Baltimore & Ohio Railroad began the nation’s first scheduled passenger trains in 1830, and by 
mid 19th century, had become the standard-bearer for engineering practices on the nation’s railroads. 
The company preserved significant locomotives and other artifacts of its history and, with them, 
opened its own museum in 1953. We’ll travel throughout the Baltimore area today, visiting the 
Museum; two historic railroad stations – one of them an imposing architectural masterpiece now 
housing an art school; an 1835 Stone viaduct, and the last Bollman Iron-truss bridge left in the world. 
Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Hotel: Westin BWI 
 

Day 3 - Fri, June 16: The Baltimore & Ohio Railroad in the Civil War 
Its east-west main stem below the Mason-Dixon Line immersed B&O in conflict before war began. 
Confederate invasions culminated in the battles of Antietam in 1862 and Gettysburg in 1863; much of 
the 1864 battle of Monacacy was fought atop B&O’s main line, with its Monacacy River Bridge a 
target. Before war had been declared, B&O locomotives and cars were seized by Virginia state troops 
and in every year of the war bridges and buildings were burnt, masonry blown up, track and telegraph 
lines ripped out, and machinery reduced to scrap. The railroad suffered more Civil War damage, 
much of it repeated three or more times, than any other US corporation. Traveling between Baltimore 
and Cumberland today and tomorrow, we visit places that were attacked: Monacacy Junction, Point of 
Rocks, Harpers Ferry, Martinsburg Roundhouse, Cherry Run and others. We also visit a site on the 
C&O Canal may have been the first intermodal terminal between two common carriers in America. 
Lunch today is on your own at restaurants that adjoin Harpers Ferry National Historical Park. 
Meals Included: Breakfast & Dinner 
Hotel: Bavarian Inn in Shepherdstown, WV 
 

Day 4 - Sat, June 17: The Largest Operating Steam Locomotive in the East 
Chesapeake & Ohio Mallet no. 1309 is the last steam locomotive Baldwin built for any US railroad. 
Just last year, after a three-million-dollar, seven-year restoration, the Western Maryland Scenic 
Railroad began operating the 2-6+6-2. It pulls our train from Cumberland to Frostburg, MD and back. 
Dinner tonight is on your own at one of several restaurants a few minutes’ walk from our hotel. 
Meals Included: Breakfast & Lunch 
Hotel: Fairfield Inn in Cumberland, MD 
 

Day 5 - Sun, June 18: Narrow-gauge, not in the Rockies: East Broad Top Railroad 
Built in 1872, the EBT hauled coal and minerals out of the Alleghenies until 1956 and has survived 
almost intact since then. Thirty miles of track, 6 steam locomotives and about 200 cars remain. The 
shops contain machine tools, sheet-forming machines, foundry equipment, blacksmith’s tools and 
woodworking machines powered by a stationary steam-engine via overhead line-shafts. The railroad 
operated excursion trains from 1960 to 2011. After 10 years’ dormancy, it offers shop tours and train 
rides, and we’ll do both. The East Broad Top Railroad is a National Historical Landmark. To document 
the condition of the complex in 1990, the National Park Service prepared 30 sheets of measured 
drawings, took 80 archival photographs and wrote more than 200 pages of architectural and technical 
description for the Historic American Engineering Record. We’ll provide selected copies of it to you.  
Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner  
Hotel: Hampton Inn in Johnstown, PA 

https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/bwibw-the-westin-baltimore-washington-airport-bwi/overview/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/bwibw-the-westin-baltimore-washington-airport-bwi/overview/
https://www.bavarianinnwv.com/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/cbefi-fairfield-inn-and-suites-cumberland/overview/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Locomotive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Machine_tool
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Line_shaft
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/jstpahx-hampton-johnstown/


 

Day 6 - Mon, June 19: Allegheny Portage RR National Historical Site; Gallitzin Tunnels 
We start today with a short hike, on level ground, through the first railroad tunnel built in the Western 
Hemisphere. It’s part of the Allegheny Portage Railroad, built in 1834 to compete with New York 
State’s Erie Canal. Pennsylvania wanted a canal from the Susquehanna River to the Ohio, but 
mountains blocked the way. The state’s “Main Line of Improvements” included a canal from the 
Susquehanna to the east base of the Allegheny Mountains at Hollidaysburg, a canal connecting 
Pittsburgh with Johnstown at the west base of the Alleghenies, and a railway across the mountains 
between Hollidaysburg and Johnstown. Modular boats were loaded onto several railroad cars, much 
as containers are today. The railroad used inclined planes and stationary engines on its steepest 
sections. Level parts (like the one we’ll hike) had locomotives. In 1854 the stationary engines and 
inclined planes finally were retired. Replicas of a locomotive, track on a plane, and a stationary-
engine house are exhibited at the summit of the route. In 1857 the Pennsylvania Railroad bought the 
Main Line of Improvements from the state. Two years earlier, with the building of the first of the 
Gallitzin Tunnels, the Pennsylvania Railroad completed its continuous track between Philadelphia and 
Pittsburgh. 
Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner  
Hotel: Hampton Inn in Johnstown 
 

Day 7 - Tue, June 20: Amtrak’s Pennsylvanian, Horseshoe Curve and Rockville Bridge 
Our half-day ride through the Allegheny Mountains by train takes us through one of the Gallitzin 
Tunnels, around world-famous Horseshoe Curve and down the Juniata River to the Susquehanna, 
which we will cross on the Rockville Bridge, longest stone-arch railroad viaduct ever built. Afterward, a 
paved path on the riverbank will provide you with water-level views that take in the entire bridge. 
Lunch is on your own in Amtrak’s café Car.   
Meals Included: Breakfast & Dinner 
Hotel: The Carriage House in Strasburg, PA 
 
Day 8 - Wed, June 21: Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania; Strasburg Rail Road 
This state-owned and operated museum preserves more than 100 locomotives and railroad cars 
(steam, electric and diesel; freight and passenger) including a majority of extant Pennsylvania railroad 
steam locomotives. Across the road is the Strasburg Rail Road, with steam power on its excursions 
(including the one we’ll ride) and its few freight trains. Strasburg has the largest fleet of historical, 
wooden passenger-cars anywhere. Its shops do repairs and restoration for museums and steam 
railways nationwide. If possible, we will arrange a behind-the-scenes tour, either at Strasburg Rail 
Road’s shop, or with a member of staff at the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania. For either 
organization, availability of such a tour can’t be guaranteed; it depends on status of shop projects or 
other deadlines and commitments. If offered, tours are scheduled 30 days in advance. Lunch today is   
on your own at Strasburg Rail Road’s Café 1832.    
Meals Included: Breakfast & Dinner  
Hotel: Philadelphia Airport Marriott 
 

Day 9 - Thu, June 22: Departures from Philadelphia 
This morning after breakfast, extend the adventure on your own or begin your travel home from 
Philadelphia (airport code: PHL). 
Meals Included: Breakfast 
 
Please Note: The above itinerary is subject to change depending on a variety of factors. In every 
case, Black Sheep Adventures will endeavor to make you aware of changes as soon as possible, but, 
occasionally, changes must be made immediately prior to, or during, a departure. We strive to offer 
the best quality trip for each area and will make every effort to offer a comparable or better vacation. 
Rest assured our goal is to leave you with the best possible experience so you choose to travel with 
us again and tell your friends all about us. 

https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/jstpahx-hampton-johnstown/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Railroad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Viaduct
https://carriagehousestrasburg.com/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/phlar-philadelphia-airport-marriott/overview/


Trip Prices & Terms 
 
 

Trip Price Includes: 

• Eight nights lodging as described above 

• Most meals (eight breakfasts, four lunches & seven dinners) 

• All train rides, museum visits, park admissions as mentioned in 
the itinerary above 

• Commentary by trip rail expert 

• Services of professional tour manager/driver(s) 

• Ground transportation during the trip by 12 or 15-passenger vans 
& porterage service 

• Black Sheep Adventures T-shirts, wool socks, water bottles & 
luggage tags 

 

Trip Price Excludes: 

• Pre & post tour travel 

• One lunch & one dinner 

• Optional activities 

• Alcoholic beverages 

• Trip insurance – highly recommended 
 

Group Size: 6-24 people 
 
Trip Price: $4,995 per person double occupancy 
 
Single Supplement: $995 
 
Payment Terms: 

• $1,250 deposit due to hold space 

• Balance due 90 days prior to departure 
 

Cancellation Policy: If you cancel for any reason the following refund schedule applies: 

• 91+ days prior to trip start: A $100 fee per person will be deducted from any refund. 

• 61-90 days prior to trip start: Cancellation fee equal to 25% of trip cost  

• 31-60 days prior to trip start: Cancellation fee equal to 50% of trip cost  

• 0-30 days prior to trip start: No refund  
 
COVID-19 Policies (subject to change): 
Everyone’s safety (and concerns about safety) are paramount. While we cannot completely eliminate 
the risk, we are taking every reasonable precaution to mitigate risk of transmission of SARS-CoV-2 
among our groups of travelers, our staff and the folks we encounter in the communities we visit along 
the way. Please note our current policies as of November 8, 2022: 
 

• Vaccination: Previously we required vaccination. At this point we kindly request all guests and 
our staff to be fully vaccinated & boosted against COVID-19. We are now willing to accept 
travelers who are unvaccinated, provided they have previously had COVID-19, which therefore 
confers enough immunity to reduce the risk they pose to others, similar to someone who is 
vaccinated. 

• Pre-trip Testing: We currently are requiring everyone to take a rapid, antigen “home test” 
within 24 hours prior to the trip start (we can provide these to anyone who has not taken one). 



• Masks: We may ask everyone to wear a suitable mask while in close quarters indoors, such 
as in the support vehicles, or when requested by our vendors or required by local law. 

• Isolation: If anyone tests positive or is feeling unwell and showing symptoms of COVID-19 
prior to or during the tour they must notify the guide and remain isolated while a diagnosis is 
made. Black Sheep Adventures is not responsible for the cost related to medical treatment or 
isolation. 

 
Travel Insurance: 
We highly recommend travel insurance. For more information and to purchase, go to: 
http://my.travelinsure.com/bsaselect 
 

Waiver: All participants must complete our waiver online at: 
https://www.smartwaiver.com/v/bsahike2022/ 
 
Disclaimer: 
Black Sheep Adventures acts only as an agent for the various independent suppliers that provide hotel accommodations, 
transportation, sightseeing, activities, or other services connected with this tour. Such services are subject to the terms 
and conditions of those suppliers. Black Sheep Adventures and their respective employees, agents, representatives, and 
assigns accept no liability whatsoever from any injury, damage, loss, accident, delay, or any other incident which may be 
caused by the negligence, defect, default of any company or person in performing these services. Responsibility is not 
accepted for losses, injury, damages or expenses of any kind due to sickness, weather, strikes, hostilities, wars, terrorist 
acts, acts of nature, local laws or other such causes. All services and accommodations are subject to the laws and 
regulations of the country in which they are provided. Black Sheep Adventures is not responsible for any baggage or 
personal effectsof any individual participating in the tours arranged by Black Sheep Adventures. Individual travelers are 
responsible for purchasing a travel insurance policy, if desired, that will cover some of the expenses associated with the 
loss of luggage or personal effects. 
 

 
 

Ready to book? Questions? 
 

Call: 510-323-2530 
Email:Fred@BlackSheepAdventures.com 

http://my.travelinsure.com/bsaselect
https://www.smartwaiver.com/v/bsahike2022/
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